
Dear Education Committee, 

I am writing in opposition of HB 5447(An Act Implementing the recommendations of the auditors of a 

public accounts concerning private providers of special education). This bill will have a detrimental effect on 

both the quality and availability of special education services for children with special needs. Private providers 

get the students with the greatest amount of need and by placing these financial restrictions on them the 

students’ programming cannot be implemented in an individualized manner as is intended and necessary. This 

bill will limit private providers’ ability to educate the children with the most intensive needs, due to financial 

limitation. Having worked as a special education teacher in a private program, we were sometimes a family’s 

last chance to keep their child from being placed in a residential facility, due to their level of need. The 

students placed in private education environments have a level of need that cannot be met in a public education 

setting, and with these financial restrictions the state will likely have to spend more money when they reach the 

age of 21 because they will require greater care than if they had received a quality program. Please consider 

the far reach that this harmful bill would have for one of the most vulnerable populations in our state. 

Sincerely, 

Erica Cardona 

50 Del Terrace, Meriden, CT 6450 

 

 


